- Meeting for Suffering, 


By their Order, the 17th of the. Secohd Month; 
Aud 1ſt of the Third Month, 1696, 


To Friends in England and' Wales on: 
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King and ſome of the Rulers to the ce caſe —x 
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For which great Mercy, many Sincere-hearted Ones have 
im Humility of Soul been thankful to God, and have been 
very Free in their Minds ny to acknowledee. it, to 
the ſeveral Governments, by whom this Eaſe hath been 
Granted and Confirmed. 
And although the .afgreſaid Eaſe did nat come doth 
with that Clearneſs, in 'all Poiats, that Friends did deſige, 
yet it hath much anſwered the gopd Exits aboveamentiongd. 
So that Friends have been ſince at times inconraged to 
endeavour for farther Eaſe in divers Caſes; and of late 
to obtain (we hope) ſome ſtop to the great Sufferings ma- 
ny have heen by Impri nts, Sequeſtrations, and 
otherwiſe; for refuſing to Swear, in obedience to Chriſt's 
Command, G&c. Fe. 

In which Labour and Endeavour the. Prefence of the 
Lord hath been watnefſed, and his Power felt to work on 
Friends behalf. 4 

And it, being, n 5h into a Law, and Friends thereby 
admitted (thro this Nation) to haye their Salkemn 
Declaration in thi Preſence . of Almighty God, the Witneſs of 
the Truth of what we? ſay, accepted inſtead of an Oath in 
all Cafes, n= Serving yin juries, . being Evidence in 
Criminal Cauſes, and-bearing Offices of Profit in the Go- 
vernment. 

There now remains a few things in our Minds, to ſigni- 
he to. all Friends that may be concerned in this matter. 

And firſt, we \iintreat that whoever of you, that are 
called, or have occaſion to make or-uſe the {aid Solemn De- 
claration, -or ſubſcribe-the Promiſe of Fidelity to the Govern- 
ment, .may be truly watchful toihe preſerved in a weighty 
ſerious 'Frame of Spirit, as much as in youlies, to reach 
the Witneſs of God in all that hear you : For your keep- 
ing ſtrictly to the very Truth of -what you ſay or declare, 
-and ſpeaking in the true Fear-and Dread of the Lord, will 
much'tend to,convince thoſe of the World, who-are ſerious, 
that they. have 'from you fully as great Certainty: of Truth 
as from thoſe.that Swear. 

And as hereunto, our Chriſtian Profeſſion and Duty to- 
wards God doth obliege us, to the higheſt degree of Care, 
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I TRY the Truth, fo alfo is the Puttiſhment: on' any 
chat: ſhall falſify, as great; both from God, and from Men ; 
for the Puniſhment from God is, for Liars to be caſt into 
the Lake, Rev.21.8,27. from Men tis the ſame Puniſhment 
that by Law is appointed to Perjured Perſons. 

It feems' alſo neefol to tis, to acquaint you, that it was 
the Senſe of this Meeting, that fomewhat might'be done to 
ſatisfie all, that may be in doubt; or that may. have had it 
m their Minds, as Matter of Queſtion ; what Selemn Words 
Friends might nſe, or admit” of, and not vary front our 
known Principle, Swear not ar all. 

- And in order thereto, to ſhew the Teſtimonies of Frieads 
formerly expreſs'd,. many of which ſuffertd: Iargely on the 
account of Not Swearing ; and we ſhall begin with our Dear 
and Worthily Remembred Friend and Elder G. Fox, who 
was. moved of the Lord to write a Paper to Oliver Cromwell, 
wherein he did in the Prefence of the Lord\Godideclate, that 
[he denied] the-wearing or drawing of 4 Carnal Swortl; &c.” © See: 
his Fournal, p- 137. in Anno 1654. Afterwards ND 
before the Judges of the. King's Bench, he tendred thent a 
Paper, in which was:contained what he could ſay inftead of 
the Obs of Allegiante and Supremacy,” as followeth, ©! -(- 
© This I do in the Truth, and in the Prefence of' God, 
© declare; That -- Charles the Second is Lawful 'King of 
© this Realm, and of all other his Dominions ; and' that he 
© was- brought. in, and fer up King over this Realm by the 
© Power of God; and'I have' nothing, bat Love-and \'Good-" 
© will. to him and all his Subjes, .and'defirehis Proſperity 
© and Eternal Good. And'1 do utterly abkor and deny-the” 
© Pope's Power and aning, and all his Superſtitions and 
© Idolatrous Inventions; and do affirm, that- he hath” no 
© Power to Abſolve Sin: And I do abhor and deteſt his 
© Murthering of Princes, or other People, by;Plots' or Cdn- . 
© trivances. And hkewiſe I do deny all Plots and' Contri- 
© vances, and Plotters and Contrivegs againſt the King and 
© his SubjeRts, knowing them. to be the Works of Darkneſs, 
© and the Fruits of an Evil Spirit, and againſt the Peace of 
* the Kingdom, and not from the Spirit of God, the Fruit 
© of which is Love. I dare not take an Oath, a - 
| & $2” « for= 
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© forbidden by Chriſt and the Apoſtle ; but if I break my 
© Yea or Nay, then let me ſuffer the ſame Penalty, as they 
© that break their Oaths. 

G. F's Journal, pag. 399- George Fox- 


And R. Farnſworth in Court before the Major of Banbury, 
when the Oath of Abjuration was tendred, denied in the Pre- 
ſence of God all Popiſh Ways, &c. Saints Teftimony, page 2. 

And R. Hubberthorne 1n his Diſcourſe with King Charles: 
the Second, when the _s ſaid, But can you not promiſe as 
before the Lord ? (which is the ſubſtance of the Oath) R. Hub- 
berthorne replied, Tes, what we do affirm, we can promiſe before 
the Lord, and take him to our Witneſs in it. R. H's Works, 
Page 269. 

There heing an A paſſing againſt Friends about Anno 
1662. Friends drew up Reaſons, and ſhewed, Whereas 
*tis ſaid in the Preamble of the Bill, that our Refuſing to 
Swear, doth much ſuppreſs. the Truth, &ec.. Concerning 
which Friends Reply, 

© This is not a true Foundation, whereupon to proceed to 
© Ena& againſt us; for our refnſing to Swear doth not ſup- 
© preſs the Truth, becauſe we are ready and willing to diſ- 
© coyer and advance the Truth on all occaſions, lawfully 
© called thereunto, by faithful Teſtimony in Tea and Nay, 
© calling God to Record, or Averring it in his Preſence, &Cc. 

And in the 11th Reaſon of the ſaid Paper,. Friends ſay, 
© For we are willing at all times, and. upon every good occa- 
< ſion, to affirm os, deny, in Tea or Tes, in; Nay or No, and 
© that as in the Preſence of God; or God is our Witneſs, or we 
© ſpeak the Truth in Chriſt, &c. We are ready to give. Teſti- 
< mony, in all Lawful Cafes, on this wiſe. 


And in a Paper under the Hands of Edward Barroughs, 
| » | Francis Howgill, 

Richard Hubberthorne. 
ſpeaking concerning Friends Innocency, © who have always 
© been a peaceable People under the Government, and ready 
© to render. all juſt Subje&tion thereuato, in all good things, 
© (God is our Witneſs.) 
\ £0 . Again, 
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Again; © And can own him as our. Witneſs in our Teſti-- 
© mony ia Yea and Nay-. 

See alſo Wiliam Smith, page 125. who ſoon after King 
Charles came back, writes thus, | 

© And we can truly pronounce our. Allegiance to King 
© Charles, &c. now King of England; and can freely pro- 
© miſe in the Preſence of the Lord, who is the Searcher of all 
© Hearts, and 'knows we. Lye not ;.and we can Seal it with 
©-our Yea or: Nay, and Sign it with our Hands. 

And Iſaac Penington ſaith, © There is liberty enough lefr 
© to a Diſciple to ſatisfie any-Man concerning the Truth of a 
© Thing, by Confeſſion, as much as by an Oath ; for is it not 
« full as weighty under the Goſpel to confeſs the Preſence of 
© God, or that he is-Witneſs, or that we ſpeak-the thing in 
© his Fear, and in the feeling of his Life and Power, as it was 
© under the Law, to Swear by his-Life, by his Fear, by his 
© Power, or the like? ls not Confeſſing of God by a Chriſtian, . 
© of more Weight, than the Swearing by him from a Jew or 
© Heathen. . See .F. Penington's Treatiſe, ia his Colle&ions, 

- 319. 
i The next we- ſhall- obſerve, is, that faithful ' Labourer, 
Francis Howgill, who ſuffered near Five Years Impriſoameat 
at Appleby 1n Weſtmorland, even to the Death, for his Teſti- 
mony againſt Swearing ;. and-in his Life-time wrote largely 
in the Defence of Friends Principles in the Cafe of Oaths : 
See his Anſwer to Dr. Smallwood (fo called) p. 677. © In Con- - 
« feſſion of Truth, and bearing Witneſs thereunto, as before 
© the Lord, or in his Preſence, and ſpeaking the Truth when - 
© there is neceſſity; as-when any Man's Perſon or Eſtate, or 
© any part thereof, is in danger; and-this we have. ever 
* owned, and do own, and have and are ready to teſtifie the 
© Truth before the Lord, or in his Preſeace, as concerning 
© any matter, which concerns theGlory of God, or the Good: 
© of our Neighbour, without being pinch'd, or bound up, to 
© a certain Form of Words impoſed upan us ; but according 
© as neceſſity requires, ſo.amply and largely as our Words 
© may give Knowledge, and Underſtanding, and. Light in - 
any. Matter. which-1is to be defired : But this hath. been de- 
* nied, and hath-not-beea received by this.uabelieviag Genes - 
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© ration, who ſeeks rather to eftabliſh ' the'Traditions and 
< Cuſtoms of Men, than the Evangelitat Doarine of the 
© Goſpel, p. 677. | 

Now as to the pinching Form: of Words impoſed by the un- 
believing Generation, as aforeſaid,, fee p. 680..- Viz. 

© We have been ſet aſide as C bjedts of Wrath, as Deluded, 
© Erroneons, FaCtious,. Seditious, Contemners of Law, Ob- 
< ſtrucors of Legal Proceedings, except we would lay our 
© Hand upon a Brble,. and kiſs it, and fay, 7 ſwear, and 
© the Contents of the Book, and ſo help me God ;, or elſe Fined, 
© Impriſoned for Term of Life, &c. | | 

Again, in p.679,680. Reciting'theſe Scripture Expreſſions, 
© (The Lord is Witneſs) or I ſpeak the Truth *s Chriſt, or- this is 
© Truth in the Preſence of God, or the like; none of theſe wilf 
© ſerve; but though he and the Rulers do ſay they are Oaths, 
© yet wher-at any. time we have proffered williagly to declare 
* the Truth in this or that particular Caufe, or make as am- 
© ple Confeſſion in Demonſtration for clearing any Cauſe in 
< debate, that lat either conduced to the Glory of God; or 
* the Good and Profit of any particular Man in the Nation, 
* among whom we converſe, and not without ſome Atteſta- 
© tion of God, or his Wiſdom, or Power and Preſence, yet 
© it would never be received, p. 679,680. And if theſe don't 
reach to Civil or Temporal Afﬀairs, what does? And' yet 
in theſe Caſes was he free to uſe thoſe Words. 

Neither was his: Adverſary the only Oppoſer of Friends, 
that affirmed theſe Religious Expreſſions, which 'the Apoſtle 
uſed, were Oaths. But Samuel Fiſher' alſo, had before that 
encountred the ſame Argnments, from Hen. Dew, and Fer. 
Tves, a contentious Baptiſt, who it ſeems then argued, That 
God is my Witneſs, God is my Record, before God T lye not, &C. 
are Oaths, S. Fiſher's Writings, p. $03, 804. and the drift of 
their ſo arguing. then, was to urge the Apoſtle ſwore, to 
render Chriſt not to have forbidden all Swearing. But 
S. Fiſber fully clears the Apoſtle from their Erroneous Charge, 
and indeed it was needful he ſhould-ſo do : For if it were 
granted, as ſome now do, that the Apoſtle's Expreſſions are 
Oaths, it might greatly weaken our Teſtimony againſt 
Swearing ; for it cannot be denied but the Apoſtle —_ = 
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Mind. of Chriſt, and if his Expreſſions-themſelves are never- 
theleſs Oaths, their Diſtin&tion between Civil and Religi- 
ous Caſes won't ſupport him. 

b- 4 805. S. Fiſher reſumes the Argument again; and ſays, 
6 is my Record, God is my Witneſs, my Conſcience 
© beareth me Witneſs, in the Holy Spirit, and ſuch like ; 
« The Quakers (ſays be) gain-ſfay in ſolemn Caſes, no more 
© than 'themſelves----who have been'ever willing to exprets 
© their Renunciation of the Pope, and all Foreign. Power, 
© and their Fidelity to the King, by any of thoſe-ſtrong 
6 —_— or fervent Expreſflions, which Paul uſed,. 
P- 805, 

Samuel Fiſher mentions divers -odious Reflections caſt upon 
the Apoſtle, and he quotes the Oppoſer, who affirmed as a 
Swearer, That ſome ſuch Swearing 45 was commanded under the 
Law, not- only Chriſt, but the Apoſtle Paul does both Prattiſe and 
Enjoyn, inſiſting on theſe worgs, God is my 'Witnefs, &c. al- 
ſo they charge the Apoſtle with exacting Oaths of others, 
2 Tim-4-1. I'charge. thee before God, Thelf. 5. 27. 1 charge you 
by the Lord, that this Epiſtle. be read, &c. with a great deal 
more at large. 

And S. F. ingeniouſly Anſwers, * Some-things (tho' Swear-: 
© ing is-none- of them) Paul /did)by Permiſſion---but that Paul 
© either Sware, or exaced Oaths upon others, I deny :: And 
ſhews, in the Apoſble's'|behalf, and in the behalf. of our Teſti- 
mony, that the Apoſtle did not Swear z and that he did not 
ſwear Timothy to'Preach the Word; and that Timothy:did not 
ſwear to him, that he would Preach the Word ; and that he 
did not ſwear the Theſſalonians. to read this' Epiſtle, .p. Bogs 

And'S. Fiſher. farther, £ As:to Paul's own ſwearing, ithought- 
© I will not ſay (as Fer. Ives ſays ſome ſay) che did. evil in 
«© ſwearing, (for he ſware not) yet in ſwearing he. had done. 
© evil, had he ſworn in thoſe many Expreflions, wherein 
© H. D. and F- Ives afert the. did: ſwear. And S. Fiſher denies 
it, as well becauſe; untrue, as becauſe [if the [ did, Ehen 


< he had come under the. guilt -of Swearing. commonly, or-- 


« dinarily, frequently, or 1a [his .common. Communication 
© with the Saints; and in this 'Letters to them, :uncalled-to 
© it by any Magiſtrate; which kind of Swearing; thaſe.two 
25 « Sticklers 
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.Sticklers for Oaths, in ſome Caſes, do both confeſs, are 
. by Chriſt. condemned and forbidden. $o that the Apoſtle's 
Clearneſs was long ago aſſerted. 

And tho'' ſome would alledge, the Apoſtle did not ſwear 
in thoſe weighty ſolema Aſſeverations, becauſe he us'd 
them in Religious Caſes; but they grant then, if he had 
-vſed them upon Civil Occaſions he had ſworn, let them read 
:Gal- 1.19, 22,21. and they may ſee he partly treats of Civil 
Afﬀairs, viz- his Journeying, and his ſeeing no other of 
the Apoſtles, ſave Fames the Lord's Brother; and yet herein 
.he uſes the Name of the Lord, ſaying, Behold, before God 1 
lie not. 

- Samuel Fiſher alſo, in Anſwer :to Biſhop Gazdey, treating 
'of theſe Expreſſions of Chriſt and Paul, ſaith, p.70. © And 
*© none of them, which (as occaſion is) they are not as 
\< free [to uſe (not as impoſed by Men, tying them at their 
-< Wills to any one -of them, but as moved to any one of 
< them, as the Lord gives Utterance) as they are to uſe 
-< Tea and Nay it ſelf: Yet tho” they ſay, God is my Witneſs, 
'< or any of the reſt, they will not take tt for an Oath before 
© their Courts, but Fine and Priſon, without there be a 
-< uſing of the fore-mention'd outward Rites. 

Again, * Thus among their Miniſters at their Churches, 
'£ and in :their Books, Verily, verily, God is my Witneſs, 1 
© call God to Record, 1 ſpeak the Truth before God, and Lye not, 
© I ſpeak as in the Preſence of God, and ſuch like, are Oaths 
"E tl forms of Swearing; but among the Magiſtrates in 
* their Courts, and at their Benches (why elſe are the Qua- 
© kers fined, and impriſoned, and confiſcated, for not Swear- 
'< ing, though they can uſe them?) thoſe and ſuch-like Forms 
£ of 5peech, are not a Swearing. 

Again, p- 91. Speaking of the Biſhop's miſtaking of the 
Quakers Principle,  S. Fiſher ſays, © Let. your Yea be Yea, 
< and your Nay Nay, leſt ye fall into Condemnation, muft 
'© be taken in ſuch excluſive latitude or broad way of Com- 
© mand; howbeit, not indeed ſuch an odd conceited kind 
© of Univerſality of Command, as the Biſhop fancies, as 
* enjoyns to uſe no other Words in any Communication, 
'* by way of affirming or denying, but barely agd only thoſe 
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© Syllables of Tea and Nay; for the Quakers (as vety Fools 
© as the Biſhop would make them) are not ſo ſilly as to affect 
©to uſe (as he fancies they do) thoſe very Monaſyllables, 
© as if they fancied themſelves verbally tied to them. 

_ Again, * Neither do the Quaters ſcruple to uſe ſuch Para- 
Y Ine or Enlargements of Speech, as the Matter, or the. 
© Party's Underſtanding or Diffidence, may ſtand in need 
C - as, God is Witneſs, We ſpeak 4s in his Preſence, or the 
© like. 

And Edward Burroughs ſays, page 773- *We Renounce all 
© Foreign Authority, Power and Juriſdiction of the Pope, 
© or any elſe, from — any Supremacy whatſoever, 
© over the King, or any the good Subjetts of England ; 
© and this we do declare, acknowledge and teſtifie, ia the , 
© Fear and Preſence of God. | 

Again, Saith Edw. Burfoughs, P-774- © We refuſe to Swear 
© in this caſe of Allegiance to the King, and in allo 
© Caſes whatſoever, and we cannot Swear at all ; oagh 
© the Truth and Verity of all things in afl Cauſes, fo far as 
© known unto us, and as occaſion requireth, we can acknow-= 
© ledge and teſtifie with Yea and Nay, as in the Fear and 
C Prnnnce of God, with oy _—_—_ | 

Alſo Thomas Ellwood, in his Book Truth prevailing, p-15 
plainly declares, To ſay barely and ſimply, ed & 4. Waencf 
3 m0 _ See more at large in pag. 156, 157, 158-159, 
160, &c. T4. 

Likewiſe Robert Barclay, þ- 553- ſays, -* That the uſing; - 
© ſuch manner of Fpeaking v5 neither Oaths, nor ſo aflromed 
©by our Adverſaries; for when upon occaſion, in matters 
* of great moment, we have ſaid, We ſpeak. the Truth 
© in the fear of God, and before him, who is our Witneſs, 
© and the Searcher of our Hearts; adding ſuch: kind of ſeri-, - 
< ous Atteſtations, which we never refuſed jn matters gf 
© Conſequence ; nevertheleſs an Oath hath moreoyer heen ' 
© required of us, with the Ceremony of putting' our Hand 
* upon the Book, and kiſling it, the lifting up the Hand 
© or Fingers, together with the common Form of Impre- 
© cation, Sabalp me God, or, So-truly let the Lord God Almighty 
© belp me. [Which Friends 5" etncrally denied.] I 

gains. 
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Again, p- 238. ſays R. Barclay, © I do ſincerely declare. be- 
© fore God, Who knows I ſpeak the Truth, and Lye. not, 
© that I had not the leaſt purpoſe to meddle with thoſe. 
© Debates, &c. 

We next recite ſome part of what G. Whitehead ſays, I 
his Caſe of the Quakers concerning Oaths, defended as Evangeli- 
cal, Anno 1675, on thoſe words, God knows Tlie not, God s 
»y Witneſs; * How can this be (ſays he) a Solemn Oath or 
© Swearing, when he neither intends it, nor uſeth the Ce- 
© remony of an Oath, nor any Inprecation or Curſe. 

© For there is a plain difference between a Man's earneſtly. 
© Appealing to God, by way of Imprecation, as the great 
« Judge of Heaven and Earth, Avenger of Injury and Falſe- 
* ; and tenderly Reſigning his Cauſe unto God, that he 
© may diſcover the Truth (being Witneſs thereof) to others, 
© when it is or may be doubted or queſtioned : As in a Cafe 
© of Moment, wherein I know and am fure, the Truth. is on. 
* my ſide, while others may dbubt or queſtion me; if I Ap- 
_ =_ Commit, or Reſign my Caufe to God (as Knowing 
© him to be my Witnefs therein) it is ſingly with a deſire, 
©*that he may enlighten their Underſtandings, and bring 
©them to know the Truth of my Cauſe. 

Which manner of Arguing he. uſes in Reply to the Ad- 
verfaries of Truth, that would needs have it, that thoſe 
Apoſtolical Expreſſions were Oaths. 

- Neither was his Service in this Caſe only in defending; 
Friends Principle of Not Swearing, but alſo of offering a So- 
tmn Religious Declaration, as ſuch, being no Oath, againſt 
the old open Opugners of Truth; but his Care and Concern 
hath likewiſe been againſt Avoſtates from the Truth ----- 
Who to vilifie Friends, have joined with the Spirit of the 
aforefaid Adverſaries, in accounting thoſe Solemn Declara- 
tions aforefaid-to be Oaths; which 1s thus Reply'd to, in his 
Refleftions on a Scandalous Pamphler, printed or promoted by F.P. 
Says G. Whitehead, p. 7. © T he Remarker's Deſcription of an 
© Oath, refle&ts on the Apoſtle Paul, for Swearing, and: uſing 
* ſeveral Forms of Oaths, in his Epiſtle to the Churches of 
* Chrift, as if —_— ſo incredulous, as not to believe 
* bis Chriſtiaa Teſtimony, without uſing feveral ons of 
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© Oaths; or without breaking Chriſt's Command ; and his 
© Apoſtle Fames his Exhortation againſt all Swearing, Afar. 5. 
© Fam. 5. We'll rather believe the Apoſtles of Chriſt obſer- 
© ved his Doctrine, Not to Swear, than that any, contrary 
© therennto, did Swear ſeveral Forms of Oaths; for God 
© being Witneſs to every Teſtimony of Truth, though un- 
© ſworn, I cannot —_— that ſimply declaring, either 
© in the Preſence of God, or that God is Witneſs to the 
© Truth declared, can be either an Oath, or the Form of 
© an Oath. 

And in a Treatiſe of William Penn's, called, The great Caſe 
of Liberty of Conſcience once more briefly Debated and Defended, 
page 48. The Author uſeth a Solema Declaration, after this 
manner, © We take the Righteous Holy God to Record, 
©againſt all Objections that are ignorantly or deſignedly 
© raiſed againſt us, that we hold no Principle Deſtructive 
© of the Engliſh Government, that we plead for no ſuch 
© Diſſenter. 

Now we tenderly deſire all to conſider, what difference 
is there between the Name of God in ſuch a Solemn De- 
claration, That Friends are Innocent under the Govern- 
ment; and the Solemn Declaration, with the Name of God 
in it, whereby we promiſe to remain ſo ? 

Alſo we obſere William Penn, in his Anſwer to the Athe- 
nian Mercury, mentioning the Apoſtle's Words, viz. Rom. 
9. 1. God is my Witneſs. 2Cor. 11.31. God knoweth I Lye not. 
Gal. 1. 20. Before God I lye not. W. Penn denying on our part 
any of theſe ſaid Texts to be an Oath; and ſo therein concur- 
ring with Friends former and preſent Judgment in the 
Caſe. 

So that you have a Continuation of Proofs, from Friends 
of great Eminency, that this hath been, without queſtion, 
the Principle and Practice of Friends. 

Whereby you may ſee, that Friends did offer their Yea 
and Nay, in Oppoſition to Swearing ;z and not in Oppoſition 
to Friends ſolemnly Declaring, in the Sight and Preſence of 
God, and before God, and in the Fear of God. 

And as Friends have ſometimes in Publick expreſsd 
themſelves in the Words Tea and Nay, ſo have they many 
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times expreſs'd themfelves in other Words, and offered di- 
vers Solemn Reverential Expreſſioans, as in the Preſence of 
God, in his Sight, in his Fear, and God s Witneſs, &C. as is 
very manifeſt, by the forecited Quotations : Yet they did 
never therein believe they exceeded Chriſt's Command, or 
Yea and Nay, or their own Teſtimoay. 

For farther plain Proof whereof, ſee Friends Paper to 
the Goverameat, Intituled, Truth ſeeks no Corners, ſub- 
ſcribed by Ellis Hook, the 7th of the Third Month, 1679, 
ia the Name, and on the Behalf of the People called Qua» 
ters; in- which is contained, 4 Proteftation, or Dectaration, to 
diſtinguiſh Proteſtant Diſſenters from Popiſh Recuſants, begin- 
ning. thus; ©1 A. B. do, in the Preſence of Almighty God, 
« Solemhiily Profeſs, and in good Conſcience declare, &c. . 

Which ſaid Teſte had ſo. good Acceptance, as. that it 
was Repriuted, with ſome Reaſons drawn up by Friends, 
in which they ſay, laſtly, * We do here humbly offer a De- 
« claration, [being that before-mentioned] and pray, that it 
* may be received as a Teſtimony of our Good Aﬀection 
© to the Proteſtant Cauſe, and as our Aſlurance to live a 
© ſober, peaccable Life under the preſent Government; and 
© in cafe any among us ſhould be found falſe to our De- 
* claration and Engagemeat, let ſuch be puniſhed as Per- 
* jared: Perſons. ; 

See alſo another Paper printed to the Government, 1680. 
of like Import, which begins thus, <I 4. B. do Solemaly, in 
© the Preſence of God, and in my Conſcience profeſs, teſtifie 
© and declare, that I do not believe the Church of Kome, or 
* Papal Church, is the. true Church, out of which there is 
© no Salvation, Cc. 

And again, Friends ſay in the ſame Paper, * And I do 
* truly and ſincerely profeſs, and in good Conſcience de- 
© clare, That I believe King Charles the Second- is Lawful 
* and Rightful King of this Realm, and-all other his Do- 
* mintons and Countries. . 

And again, in the ſame Paper, * And I do Solemnly, in 
* the Preſence of Gad; teſtifie and declare, That I make 
© this Declaration, and-every-part thereof, inthe plain and 
F ordinary: Senſe of the Words read unto me, &c. Ft 
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Which: ſaid Paper was. moſt of- it Reprinted *by Friends 
in Anno 1688. Ts which Friends oY F 

©1 A.B. do: promiſe, by the Aſſiſtance of the Grace 6f 
©God, to be True and Faithful to King Wiliem and Queen . 
& Mary, &C- | 

And ſince the Government hath by Law allow'd 'us to. 
Worſhip God in his own way, Solemaly to Promiſe our 
Fidelity, and to declare the Truth in ſeveral Cafes, int-- 
ſtead of SNearig it ; which formerly could- not be! ob- 
tained from the. ſeveral Powers, of whom *twas defired, as 
in the: forecited Solema Declarations offer'd by Friends, is 
largely ſet forth : | | 

We hope that.none now will be fo Uancharitable, as to 
conclude, we do theſe things, (viz- either Worſhip, Pro-- 
miſe,. ar give Evidence) meerly: formally,. and at the Will 
of Man, but in good Conſcience. to that:God, that has in-- 
cliacd Man to favour us in theſe things. 


Thus, dear Friends, we have ſhewed you the Senſe of our 
Ancient Friends, bY + 
: George Fox, 
Richard Farnſworth; 
Richard Hubberthorn, 
Edward Burroughs, 
William Smith, 
Ifaas Penington, 
Francs Howgill, 
Samuel Fiſher, 
Thomas Ellwood, 
Robert Barclay, 
William Penn, 
George Whitehead. 


Beſides which, many more iaſtances might be Collected; 
both. out of their, and ſeveral other Friends Books, to'the 
ſame effe&t, which for Brevity's ſake is omitted. 

As alſo that in the Yearly, Meeting, 1692. where Friends 
of the Mceting for Sufferings, Care was delired to be cond. 
nued- 
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"nued for the Relief of Friends from the Butthen'of Oafhs, as 
'the Lord did open a Way, and give' Opportunity for the 
fame ; whoſe Care was commended, and alſo deſired to be 
Continued in the Yearly Meeting, 1693. as the Lord ſhould 
Pleaſe to make way for the general Eaſe of Friends. 

By which, Friends, you may ſee that it was conſiſtent: 
with our Teſtimony to ſpeak in the Fear, 'in the Sight, or 
-in the Preſence of God, who is Witneſs, or before Gotl;; 
and tho? by our aforeſaid Adverſaries *twas Aſſerted, That 
"theſe Solemn Afirmations were Oaths, that the Apoſtle 
Swore, and that Friends might Swear ; yet the aforeſaid 
Faithful Friends, ſeverally as they were concerned, oppo- 
'ſed them therein; and afirmed, thoſe Solemn Affirmations 
-are no Oaths ; 'that'the Apoſtle did not Swear in uſing ſuch 
Expreſſions ; and that Friends might Reverently uſe ſuch 
Expreſſions without Swearing ; both when we promiſe to 
be True and Faithful to the Government, and in other 
Civil Aﬀairs, when Lawfully called thereto. 


And dear Friends, how ſweet will it be, 'to have Truth 
ſincerely declared before Magiſtrates, in the Preſence of 
Almighty God, who is Witneſs of the Truth of what 
Friends ſay, as they ſpeak in his Holy Dread and Fear! 
Tn this therefore our Deſire'is you may all be found. 

That whenſoever any of you ſhall be called thereto, you 
may ſpeak in the Senſe thereof, ſo as to Convince the 
World, that Goſpel Witneſs-bearing, doth exceed Legal 
Swearing. 

Oh, let all now be thankful, that the Lord hath fo 
tender'd the Hearts of many in Authority ; and the good 
Part hath ſo prevailed in them, as to ſubjett their Wills, 
ſo far to Friends Entreaties; and in ſome meaſure grant 
us now by Law, what Friends have offered to other Go- 
veraments, and could never be accepted. 

Let none therefore count or call this a ſubjeting our 
Teſtimony to the Will of. Man, ſeeing God hath fo far 
ſubjected Man's Will to our Chriſtian Deſire. ; 


And 


43, : 
And' none need queſtion, but as .they abide in the Fear: 
of the Lord, they will be preſerved ſeaſible of his Preſeacez . 
| _ ſo not be found ia a Form of Godlineſs, without the- 
Lite. 

. *Whenever Friends formerly offer'd to ſpeak in the Pre-- 

\ ſence of God, Friends did- not doubt but- they ſhould be - 
free and capable ſo to ſpeak, if that: Governmeat had ac-- 
cepted their ſaid Offer. 

And ſeeing *tis now granted by the Government, we. 

* hope none will diſtruſt the Lord's Aſfiſtance therein, now, . 

any more- than — or any more than in waiting 
upon. him in Meetings, fince.-it has been permitted by Men. 

) ſd to do. 


Sigxed in behalf of the Meeting for Sufferings in- 
London, the 1ſt of the 3d Manth, 696.” By 


Benjamin Bealing: 
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